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UTEP encourages ‘women engmeers

Margarita Licon started Ucon

Engineering
her husband, Gerardo Licon. She is the first Hispan-  nearing company.

By Mike Mrkvicka
B Prso Tlms

1 0"y quite aswark as the
IWurhl War Il poster of 1

yrim Unele Sam wml.tr}%
his finger and decla

want YOU for the US,

Army,"” But the sénfiment is
much the sime.

The recruitment poster
distributed  to.  public

schools this year by the

University of Tesas at El
Paso” depicts  B-vear-old
Binnea Lictn in a hard hat,
deep in thought, pondering
her future. The caption
reads; “T want 1o be a civil
engineer from LTTHEP, fidir
like my. mrim,”

“Mom” 15 Margarim
Lican, 40, o highly visible
El Pazo ebvil engineer whe
has. worked uH: a4 project
manager for the -
rmnﬁgtﬂl'.i unﬁiﬂéurgggfli:
parmmeént and as 2 hy-

draulic engineer for the In-.

This poster eatiing Gl engneer Margarita Licn
and her daughter, hes been distributed 1o
srea schoals by UTEP.

ternational Boundary and  incorporation for Licim Fn-

Warer Commission. 'Co. and opened
This year, she wentt into business at- 149 N, Con-

business on her own. On - cepcion.

Jon. 7, Licon and her bus®  “Wewsnt youny ladies

band. Gerardo, also 3 civil = see that civil ‘engineering

wﬂmer filed mﬁa uf mhe-ﬂ smeﬂﬁ,ﬁﬂpmi'ts

Fer-

Lm ENGINEERING C o

Co.withi I woman In El Paso to head an erviranmentai eng-

T, daughter

fodiy, You come o my

We'te glad we followed through,”

Rustly Guthsrmee | £
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sion. for women,” said Car-
lis Ferrepit, chalrmmm ol
UTEMs Civil Engineering
Departmemnt, who cast
Eittm and her daughter as

i

poster gicls.
Throu her career,
Ligan  has  encouraged

Voungsters: to coosider co
reets in civil enpineering
About: 10 vears ago, while
working for the city, she
e presentations to that
effect at high schools
throughour rown.

Then, 8 few years apo,
shet had 2 chanes encounter
with a UTEP engineering
student. She didn't recog-
nize hinu He cormindy rece
oynizesd her,

“He told me, “You are the
reason I'm o ivil engineer

school and encouraged (1%
all ko e engingers! " ghe
recalled.

.il.lllllfll! r Ilu‘ullllll'lll'll"-lq'-um: .

Pleaae see Enginaﬁrs dF

Engineers

Continied from FL

“That's why | wanted (0 appeéar
on the poster with my danghter, |
want b dio anyihing that will pro-
mote civil engineering,” she said

[t appedrs her recruitment work
on the poster soon will reach ‘g
wider audience, “We are planning
8 version i Spanish (o post in
Tufire: this yvear,” Ferregut said.

“In general, engineering is not
popular among female students —
although st UTEP, the female en-

credibility to the' campitign.”
regul said

Licdn and her husband are prod-
acts-of the UTEP College of Engi-
neering. In fact, they met in 1986,
while both sere undergradites

UTEP [ a steady sourdée of en-
gineers, like the ficdns who
choose to make El Paso their
home. According o o UTEDP sur-
vey compiered in 2001, 40 percent
of the engineers in UTEP'S previ-
ous five gradusting classesd are
working in El Paso, UTER spokes:
worman Christian Clarke Casurez,
said,

While m 1]||. process of advanc
ing = anid raising three

[||.r

Gernrda Licim satd,

Licom EHJ.I.ILL'LH[I" focuses on
three specific disciplines: envi-
ronthental,  Teotechnical il
firensiy L'n;_'i,m‘x't ing. Geotechni-
cil engineening involves the de-
sten of. [oundations and - evalus
tion of constrilction materials
used in foundations. A forensic
engineer looks at structurdl fail-
ures and detvrmines the canses,

So far; the Licon firm has drawn
abotit half its clients from the pri
s=ctor, Hall from the public

vale

sector: The company now is doing
bridge

engineering wotk on' the
anid-road at the new port of entn
near Fabene Gerardo Licon said




